540	THE PAJLMS OF  BRITISH  INDIA   AND CEYLON
Zeitg. 1877, €36, t. 5, f. 10; Flora Brasil. Ill, II, 392.- Benth.
£ Hook. Gen. PI. Ill, II, 944, 124.
Stem spinous, columnar. Leaves terminal, mostly few, pinnate;
rhaehis and peduncle spinous; leaflets praemorse, more or less
aculeate; spadix from between the leaves, simply branched,
spinous; branches with glomerule* of 3 flowers, upwards only
male flowers; spathes 2, spinous. Flowers monoecious, pale,
male larger than the female. Male flowers: calyx tripartite;
corolla tripetalous; stamens 6; filaments subulate; anthers erect,
linear, acuminate. Female flowers: sepals 3, concave, imbricate;
petals 3 concave, valvate; staminodes forming a< 0-dentato
membranous urceolus. Ovary trilocular, 2 loculi abortive;
stigmas 3. Drupe globose, 1-seeded, size of a cherry; sarcocarp
fleshy; putamen horny, scrobiculate and rugulose, 3 slightly
stellate pores. Albumen equable.
Species 7.—From the Antilles and Colombia to Peru and
eastern Bolivia.
cultivation in europe.—Very ornamental stove palms. They
thrive in a compost of sandy loam and peat, in about equal
parts, and require a strong heat and an abundance of water.
Propagation is effected by seeds.
1. Martmezia caryoteefolia Humb. <fe JCth, Nov. Gen. ecL min. I, :305T
VII, t. 699; Kth. Enum. Ill, 270; Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm. Ill, 284, t. 1<M,
f. 1.—Aiphanes caryotoides Hort.
Vern. name in Brazil: Paxiuba Majerona (ex Drude).
description.—Stem cylindric, 20-30 feet high, 4-5 inches in
diameter, annulate, with long, subulate, black spines. Leaves
8-12, slightly arched-patent, 6-8 feet long;- petioles at the base
broadly lanceolate, semi-amplexieaul, armed with black spines;
leaflets straight-patent, cuneiform, lanceolate, margin spinous-
ciliate. Spadices growing from between the lower leaves, li- foot
long; peduncle slightly terete, 4-6 inches long, erect-patent,
compressed angular at the base, unarmed, glabrous* Male
flowers : calyx small, tripartite; segments ovate-triangular, acute,
corolla 4-times as long as the calyx; petals oblong-lanceolate,
acute, coriaceous, the inner side longitudinally striate. Stamens
6, included; filaments very short, filiform, white; anthers linear,
erect, subsagittate at the base; pistillode minute. Female flowers:
calyx triphyllous, membranous^ sepals broadly-ovate, scarcely

